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Role of events on Mt. Sinai to the Formation of Jewish Identity
 Judaism is considered one of the oldest monotheistic religions globally, with Moses seen as Judaism's greatest prophet. The events that occurred significantly shaped Judaism and the Jewish ways of life both culturally and religiously. They include;The Jews believe that God manifested himself to Moses on Mount Sinai and gave him the (619) commandments that his people were to follow (Amir, Yehoshua, p. 83-105). The oral laws were to be passed from generation to subsequent generation through the rabbinic leaders, who believed these ways came from Moses, who got the rules from God himself. However, the people feared that the laws being passed down orally could be lost along the way and decided to write these laws down in one book known as the Mishnah. These commandments have played a massive role in shaping the lives of the Jews and their identity. E.g., it led to monotheism; they were to regard God as their only God and give no absolute status to any other form of divinity or deity.  They are also to love one another, which would symbolize how God loves his people. It is also considered a way of experiencing God and feeling close to Him by following his commandments. Different denominations under Judaism emerged and have been emerging since.
      Most of these denominations are governed by the laws of Moses (Torat Moshe). Orthodox Judaism emphasizes strictly following the written and oral Torah given to Moses on the mountain (Schwartz, Yossef, p.632). They believe the Torah to be divine and cannot be changed and are uptight on the rules. As for Conservative and Reform Judaism, both denominations follow the Torah, but with a much more liberal and looser perspective. They view the laws as a path or guide towards what should be done and provide a general sense of direction, but not as strict rules and obligations that need to be fulfilled. Hence, the Torah governs the people's lifestyle and acts as their law to shape and direct their actions.  The events that occurred also played a role in shaping the moral dynamics of the Jewish identity, defining the Israelite kingdom since their living was unique from other forms. It played a role in introducing a form of legislation and cultural formation too. Here, God is seen as the one ruler and the enforcer of the rules, hence coming up with a form of government. The laws also brought forth different forms of cultural practices that are still in practice to date. Some of these include; celebrating the Passover, celebrating the Sabbath, and also circumcision. The different denominations of Judaism present today all differ in terms of what to follow when it comes to the Torah. Some follow the cultural and traditional part of it, others the religious element, while others do not believe in it at all.












Work Cited
[bookmark: _GoBack]Amir, Yehoshua. "Θεοκρατία as a Concept of Political Philosophy: Josephus’ Presentation of Moses’ Politeia." Scripta Classica Israelica (2020): 83-105.
Schwartz, Yossef. "“From Moses to Moses”: Late Medieval Jewish and Christian Interpretation of Moses’s Prophecy." Religions 11.12 (2020): 632.








